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by Cecelia 
Wattles McKeig 

When we think of 
a carnival, we tend 
to think of the 
Water Carnival 
near Paul Bunyan 
and Babe, but the 
waterfront was 
drastically 
different in the 
early decades of 
Bemidji before there was landfill and the extension of Third 
Street and the placement of our two famous statues.  
 
In the first decade, a siding for the Minnesota & 
International Railroad came as far north as the alleyway 
between Second and Third Street and the tracks were east of 
Bemidji Avenue. This 
siding extended to the two-
story frame buildings 
belonging to the 
Minneapolis Brewing Co. 
Beer Depot and the Theo. 
Hamm Brewing Co. At the 
end of Third Street, there 
was a concrete pier and a 
long promenade leading 
out to the band stand at the 
end of the pier.  
 
For many years, the 
carnival set up its various 
rides and booths 
throughout the downtown 
area. In 1906, ñDare Devil 
Gregg" performed an act 
called ñLeap the Gapò on 
his bicycle. The steep 
incline was erected at Beltrami Avenue and Fourth Street 
near the Pioneer office. He climbed to a high scaffold and 
rode a bicycle down a steeply-inclined board track and 
leaped a chasm of from twelve to fifteen feet, landing on the 
bicycle and riding off of the incline and down the street. The 
second day the gap was widened by another 10 feet, and he 
repeated the act.  

The Demon Gregg 
Twins rode their 
bikes inside the 
cage of death, at 
Second Street and 
Minnesota 
Avenue, near the 
Merchantôs Hotel. 
In making the ride 
the last day, Mack 

Gregg fell twice. The falls removed several inches of cuticle 
from one of his arms, and he was given a severe shaking up, 
but was not otherwise injured. He started a third time and 
nervily went through with the ride. 
  
The Bishop Brothers set up a revolving ladder in front of the 

Nicollet and Lakeshore 
Hotels, and in the evening 
there were performances 
on the double trapeze at 
Minnesota Avenue and 
Third Street. An act with 
aerial bars was set up by 
the Markham Hotel. The 
Ferris Wheel was located 
on Third Street, between 
Beltrami and Minnesota 
Avenue, near F. G. 
Troppman Co. and 
Schmidtôs City Meat 
Market.   
 
The company's Merry-Go-
Round was pitched on 
Third Street, between 
Bemidji and Beltrami 
Avenues. However, this did 

not go over so well. The Merry Go-Round took up all but a 
few feet of the street and after some volatile discussion at an 
emergency Village Council meeting, it was voted to instruct 
the Commercial Club to compel the company to move the 
"merryò at once!  
 

(Continued on Page 6) 

[Bemidji Daily Pioneer, August 13, 1906] 

Merchantôs Hotel, Minnesota Avenue & Second Street, 
Bemidji, early 1900s (burned in 1906) [BCHS-331]. 



The summer months are a busy time for the BCHS Board 
of Directors. We just had our annual meeting and elected a 
new slate of officers for the board. The slate of officers for 
2016-17 is a slight shifting of board members in our four 
main officer positions. Thank you to all of the BCHS 
members and local families that attended the June 18th 
Annual Meeting. It was great for the Board of Directors to 
get to meet and visit with our BCHS members, and great 
to see such an amazing turnout for the Bemidji High 
School Marching Band performance and the wonderful 
presentation by Joy Riggs. The stories about G. Oliver 
Riggs and the Bemidji Boysô Band were interesting!  
 
The board of directors will be holding meetings over the 
summer to plan for several things, including: 
 
¶ Activities at the Beltrami County Fair in and 

 around the Doud Cabin and Sunnyside School 
 

¶ Activities for our annual Depot Day in August. 
 
¶ A fundraising dinner in the fall 
 
¶ The Night We Light Bonfire in November 
  
¶ The History Mystery on New Yearôs Eve 
 
¶ Collections planning and the Deaccession Project 
at the History Center 

 
¶ Clean-up and painting at the History Center 

 
We are always looking for volunteers to help with these 
events and projects. If you would like to volunteer for a 
two hour shift to greet visitors or run activities (like ice 
cream making or rope making) at the Doud Cabin during 
the fair, please contact us at (218) 444-3376. 
 
Charlene Sturk joined the Board of Directors in March, 
and we are very pleased to have her on the board.  
Charlene is also serving as the Beltrami County liaison 
between the BCHS and Beltrami County. Our Bemidji 
City Council liaison is now Michael Meehlhause.   
 
The summer months go by too fast but do not forget to 
bring your visiting family and guests for a tour of the 
Great Northern Depot. We have a first-class exhibit that all 
Bemidji and county members should be very proud to 
show off to their family and friends. 
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Presidentôs Report 
by Sharon Geisen 

From the Desk of the Director 
by Dan Karalus 

It is about halfway through 2016, and BCHS remains on 
track. Visitation to our exhibits and programs holds steady, 
support from the local community is on the rise thanks in 
part to the hard work of the BCHS Board of Directors, and 
BCHS membership continues to climb. We thank you for 
your investment in local history! 
 
Over on the left, Sharon notes many of the events and 
activities on tap for the summer and beyond. But there is 
more news to share! Here is a quick update about some of 
our current and planned exhibits and projects: 
 
» Thanks to a grant from the BNSF Railway Foundation, 
we will unveil new exhibit displays on railroad history 
on Depot Day, August 6, 2016. Stop by to learn about 
local depots, railroad experiences, and more! 

 
» Our Good Sports of the North exhibit ends on July 30. 
If you have yet to see it, set aside some time to explore 
stories about ñRedò Wilson, Ojibwe lacrosse, the 
Birkebeiner, and more! Near the end of July we plan 
to welcome local sports figures to share their 
experiences with us. Look for details about that in our 
e-Newsletter, on our website, and in local press. And 
thanks again to Kent & Carol Wilson and the George 
W. Neilson Foundation for supporting the exhibit and 
to everyone who loaned items and shared stories. It 
was possible because of you. 

 
» Thanks to our volunteers, our Deaccession Project is 
gaining steam, and we solved some collections 
mysteries! Look for a public notice soon about the first 
removal of items from our collections.  

 
» Our Deaccession Project will turn into an interactive 
exhibit this winter! The exhibit will highlight the 
project and give visitors a chance to learn about the 
work of museums and their roles in local communities. 

 
» Expect updates to our Trails Through Time exhibit 
over the next year. We plan to add new content this 
summer and next summer. Contact us with your ideas 
or to contribute to the exhibit. 

Board of Directors 
 

Sharon Geisen, President 
Linda Lemmer, Vice President 
Steve Caron, Secretary 
Andy Mack, Treasurer 

Jim Aakhus 
Sue Bruns 
Leo Soukup 
Charlene Sturk 

 
Staff 

 
Dan Karalus, Exec. Director 

Volunteers 
 

Kathy Anderson 
Judy Dvorak 

Georgia Erdmann 
Nolan Ewert 
Lily Jewell 
Lynn Moore 

Cecelia Wattles McKeig 
Lindsey Medvec 
Darla Sathre 
Bill Underbakke 

The mission of the Beltrami County Historical Society is 
to provide connections to county history through public 
archives, collections, interpretive exhibits, and programs 
that educate, invite dialogue, and inspire self-reflection. 
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Calendar of Events & Programs 
 
July 9: Rhonda FochsðMinnesotaôs Lost Towns: Northern Edition 
Retired educator and author Rhonda Fochs returns to the History Center on Saturday, July 
9 at 2:00 p.m. to discuss Minnesotaôs Lost Towns: Northern Edition. Her book tells the tale 
of over 125 northern Minnesota lost towns and locations across over 30 counties in 
Northern Minnesota. The latest edition explores towns 
that include: Aure, Debs, Saum, Nebish, Nary, and 
Lola, as well as many others! Learn how these places 
were created, how they grew and prospered, how they 
are categorized, and what you will find there today. The 
presentation features numerous historical photos and 
fun anecdotes! Free with paid admission to the 
museum, and FREE for BCHS members!  
 
Find out more about Rhonda and her books on her 
website: http://rhondafochs.weebly.com/ 
  

July 16: Colin MustfulðU.S.ðDakota War of 1862 
Historian and author Colin Mustful tells the story of the tragic and complicated history of the U.S.
ðDakota War of 1862 through his novels Fate of the Dakota, Grace at Spirit Lake, and his latest 
book Ceding Contempt. Colin will 
visit the History Center on 
Saturday, July 16 at 2:00 p.m. to 
talk about the history of the 
conflict and his experiences 
writing and read excerpts from the 
books. The presentation is free 
with paid admission to the museum 
and FREE for BCHS members!  

 
Find out more about Colin and his writing on his website: 
http://www.colinmustful.com/ 
 

August 6: Depot Day 
Get on board and visit the History Center from 10:00 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. for Depot Day! Activities include: Speakers 
sharing stories of railroad experiences, telegraph demonstrations, the Northern Iron Horse Railroad Societyôs model train 
displays, ñPaint-A-Trainò activities for kids (and adults!), a ñDesign-A-Depotò contest, Thomas the Train, Great Northern 
Depot tours, and more! This year features the opening of new exhibit displays exploring local railroad history 
thanks to a grant from the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway Foundation! Depot Day is FREE to the public. 
Sponsored by First National Bank Bemidji, Paul Bunyan Communications, and Raphaelôs Bakery & Caf®.  
 
Depot Day White Elephant Sale: Donate your used or new rummage sale items to the History Center to support local 
history! We will advertise and sell them on Depot Day. All proceeds go to BCHS. Must deliver items to the History 
Center by Wednesday, August 3. Pricing suggestions encouraged. We will donate or dispose of unsold items. Call us at 
(218) 444-3376 for more information or to schedule delivery outside of the History Centerôs open hours (Wed-Sat 12-4). 
 
August 10-14: Beltrami County Fair 
Find BCHS at the Beltrami County Fair just inside the main entrance at the Doud Cabin and Sunnyside School. Step in 
the Doud Cabin to enter Beltrami Countyôs Pioneer Era. Have a seat in the Sunnyside School and challenge your 
grammar school knowledge with a vintage test or enjoy a presentation by Bemidjiôs History Day Students. Make ice 
cream, churn butter, master your rope-making skills, enjoy a scavenger hunt, and socialize with our volunteers and BCHS 
Board Members. Plus, explore Beltrami Countyôs many rural schools and past Beltrami County Fairs through new 
exhibit displays as part of the Beltrami County Sesquicentennial! All of this and more at the Beltrami County 
Fairgrounds, 2 1/2 miles north of Bemidji off Highway 71. For more information visit: beltramicountyfair.org. For a more 
detailed schedule of activities visit: http://beltramihistory.org/events 
 
August 20: Dean KlinkenbergðThe Mississippi Valley Traveler 
On Saturday, August 20 at 2:00 p.m. Dean Klinkenberg discusses  his latest Mississippi River book! Details coming soon! 
 
For the latest calendar updates go to our website: http://beltramihistory.org/events 



Page 4             Vol. 37, Issue 2 

Have Swedish roots or practice Swedish traditions? Patrice Johnson, a food and culture writer from the Twin Cities, 
wants to hear your stories for an upcoming book with the Minnesota Historical Society about Swedish Jul in the upper 
Midwest. While primarily a cookbook, ñSwedish Julò will also contain short interviews and historical references that tie 
the recipes to the collective community: starting with ªrtsoppa and Swedish pancakes, moving into baking and other 
Christmas prep, julbord and meatballs, and ending with aquavit, glºgg and other cocktails. She will be conducting 
interviews this summer for book content and is currently searching for individuals who celebrate the holidays with 
Swedish traditions. If you are interested in contributing one (or more) Swedish recipes and allowing her to interview you 
for the book, please contact her 
at johnsonpatricem@yahoo.com or 612-220-0261.  
 
In the meantime, enjoy this recipe for KLADDKAKA (Swedish 
Gooey Cake): 
 
14 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted (plus more to prepare pan) 
1 cup bittersweet chocolate chunks or chips 
4 large eggs, beaten 
1 cup sugar 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 İ teaspoons Cherry Bark vanilla bitters 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
Powdered sugar, fresh berries, and whipped cream for serving 
  
Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. Generously butter the bottom and sides of a 9-inch springform pan. Cut parchment 
paper to exactly fit bottom of pan and place over butter; butter top of parchment. 
  
Put the 14 tablespoons of butter in a small saucepan and melt over medium-low heat, stirring occasionally. Chop 
chocolate into small pieces. When butter is melted remove from heat and add the chocolate, stirring occasionally as it 
melts. Set aside to cool for 10 minutes. 
  
Beat eggs and sugar together until light and fluffy; stir in chocolate, bitters, and vanilla. Carefully fold in the flour and 
baking powder, preserving the air from the whisked eggs. Pour into the prepared pan and bake for 12 minutes.  
Cool cake and remove from pan. Dust with powdered sugar and serve with berries and cream. 

North Beltrami Heritage Center 
182 Clark Ave N (Hwy 72) 
Kelliher, MN 56650 
(218) 647-8845 

 
WednesdayðFriday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

In commemoration of the dismantling of Kelliherôs water 
tower, the theme this summer at the North Beltrami Heritage 
Center is ñWater.ò Pictures of the tower, past and present, 
will be on display along with local lore about the tower. The 
City of Kelliher will be undertaking a major water and sewer 
project which will involve construction of a new water tower 
and a dismantling of the old tower which was built in 1907. 

Around the Region 

Blackduck Area History & Art Center 
133 Main St, Suite B 
Blackduck, MN 56650 
(218) 835-4478 

 
ThursdayðFriday, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
The Blackduck Area History & Art Center features 
stories, pictures, artifacts, and displays about 
Blackduckôs past. Visit July 9 for an open house 
displaying John & Sherry Gilstadôs Jewelry. 

 

Smoke from 
burning slash, 
Kelliher, undated 
[BCHS-2116]. 

National 
Hotel, 

Blackduck, 
1901 

[BCHS-89]. 


