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Andy Mackôs Baggage Cart by P. J. Reynolds 
ñWait, please wait!ò A 

woman shouts as she is 

practically running down the 

railroad platform with her 

husband and two children 

behind her. She is carrying 

very heavy luggage that she 

and her family need for their 

long journey to California. 

They are traveling all the 

way from Bemidji, a small 

town in Northern 

Minnesota, and they are 

about to miss their train! 

 

A young man, pulling a 

baggage cart, already full to 

the brim with luggage, stops 

and sees the frantic woman 

chasing after him. The 

woman comes to a halt and rights 

herself. ñThank you for stopping,ò 

she says, gasping for air. 

  

The young man, who was known as 

a ñBag Boy,ò smiles at the woman 

and her family. ñYou need someone 

to take that luggage for you, Miss?ò 

he asks politely. 

 

The woman smiled, looking relieved. ñYes, thank you!ò 

 

The polite bag boy takes the luggage from the woman and 

places it gently in the red and green baggage cart with the 

other luggage. ñNow you better hurry or you're going to 

miss your train. And donôt worry about your luggage. It will 

be well taken care of.ò The young man smiled as he watched 

the family dash down the rest of the platform and climb into 

their train car. He then hurries himself over to the baggage 

car pulling the heavy baggage cart behind him and quickly 

loads the contents from the cart into the train car. The train 

is ready for departure. 

 

The bag boy steps back onto the platform as the train begins 

to pull away from the station. The whistle is blown and the 

bag boy waves at the 

passengers going by on the 

train. ñCome back soon!ò he 

shouts. But the train soon 

disappears and it is time to 

go back to work.        

 

This was a typical scene at 

railroad depots during the 

early 1900s. Baggage carts 

were an essential part of this 

picture. Most of these carts 

were lost over time, but a 

few have been found and 

restored with loving care. 

Thanks to Andy Mack, a 

Beltrami County Historical 

Society Board Member, one 

such baggage cart has been 

brought back to its original 

condition. This is Andyôs story and 

how he built one of these now 

unforgettable baggage carts: 

 

ñMy interests in railroads, depots, 

and baggage carts probably began 

with my childhood on a small farm 

in North Dakota. One of the 

products produced on our farm was 

cream. The cream that we produced 

was shipped by railroad to a creamery 60 miles from our 

home town of Pettibone, North Dakota. 

 

ñAround train time we would take the cream cans into town. 

At the train station the Depot Agent would put the cream 

cans onto a baggage cart, and then he would pull the cart 

over to the waiting train. The cream would then be 

transferred to the Express Car and shipped off to one of its 

many destinations across the United States. But by the 

1960s, trucks had replaced trains in the rural areas of the 

U.S. As a result, branch lines were abandoned and depots 

were closed. Depots and their contents were either sold, 

demolished, or moved to another location. 

 

(Continued on Page 6) 

[Above] A railroad baggage cart next to a Minneapolis, Manitoba, 

and Red Lake train, Bemidji, undated [BCHS-14580]; [Below] The 

1940s railroad baggage cart restored by Andy Mack and donated to 

BCHS. Find it on display in the Trails Through Time exhibit.  



I am writing this column as the new President of the Board 

of Directors for the Beltrami County Historical Society 

(BCHS) for the 2015-2016 year. I was elected in July at our 

Annual Meeting. Linda Lemmer has served the past two 

years as BCHS Board President. She did a superb job. Like 

all the board members, Linda is very dedicated to the 

History Center and has done so much at many of the 

fundraisers and activities.   

 

Our current Board of Directors are very dedicated to 

preserving the History Center and history of the area. We 

are always looking for good volunteers at the History 

Center, and if it sounds interesting to you, stop in 

Wednesday through Saturday and talk to Dan. We are also 

in need of dedicated hard-working individuals for our 

board. You must be 18 or older, be (or become) a member 

of BCHS, and be willing to work to sustain our 

organization and the History Center. Pick up an application 

at the History Center. We also welcome anyone interested 

in joining the board to visit one of our  meetings at 4:00 

p.m. on the third Thursday of each month. Stop by the 

History Center or contact Dan for more information. 

 

The Great Northern Depot has been busy this summer with 

tourists and many Bemidji High School (BHS) alumni in 

July. Many came for the opening of the Good Sports of the 

North exhibit. From the chatter and laughs, BHS alumni 

were sharing some wonderful memories and stories.   

 

We hope many of you brought family and friends this 

summer to the depot. If your guests, family and/or friends 

like history, keep us in mind. Our Trails through Time 

exhibit is also a top-quality exhibit.   

 

Soon we will begin planning for several great events for 

November and December. The Night We Light Bonfire in 

November and the History Mystery in December are 

coming back. Watch the newsletter for the details on these 

two wonderful events. If you would like to portray a 

Bemidji character from the past, call Dan to get your name 

on our list of actors.   

 

What to do this winter? Come check out our research room 

if you are interested in family genealogy. We have 

microfilm of Bemidji newspapers plus computer access to 

Ancestry.com, city directories, and much more!   

Page 2             Vol. 36, Issue 3 

Presidentôs Report 
by Sharon Geisen 

From the Desk of the Director 
by Dan Karalus 

The Beltrami County Historical Society had another busy 

summer both inside and outside the History Center. Thank 

you to everyone who joined us for Depot Day, explored the 

Doud Cabin and Sunnyside School at the Beltrami County 

Fair, and visited the History Center to see our new Good 

Sports of the North exhibit. 

 

Depot Day and our fair activities generated important 

fundraising revenue for BCHS thanks to the amazing work 

of our volunteers and board members. Hats off to them for 

their hard work! We also received very positive feedback 

on Good Sports of the North from our visitors. The exhibit 

will remain on display through Summer 2016, so there is 

still time to learn some fun facts and try out some vintage 

athletic equipment. Thanks again to the George W. Neilson 

Foundation, Kent Wilson, Carol Wilson, Amity Graphics, 

the Bemidji Pioneer, and Paul Bunyan Broadcasting for the 

help funding and supporting the exhibit! 

 

Our Calendar of Events shows what we currently have 

planned for the rest of 2015, but we are always working to 

provide more connections to county history through BCHS. 

This fall, the Board of Directors and I will be working to 

plan strategies to better meet our mission both now and in 

the future. We welcome input from BCHS members and 

local community residents. Please let us know what you 

would like to see from BCHS and feel free to send along 

any good ideas for events, programs, or other activities and 

resources that could preserve and promote local history. 

 

Yet it is not just your input that we welcome. We could use 

talented individuals to serve as board members for BCHS. 

Serving as a volunteer on a non-profit board of directors 

requires time and energy, and for a small organization like 

ours it also means helping with events and programs. It can 

be difficult to come up with that type of commitment, but 

serving as a board is important and valuable work for 

organizations and communities. Please consider becoming 

a BCHS Board Member, and do not hesitate to contact me 

or a member of the board for more details and to find out 

about board member experiences. 

Board of Directors 
Sharon Geisen, President 

Steve Caron, Vice President 

Linda L. Lemmer, Secretary 

Andy Mack, Treasurer 

Jim Aakhus 

Sue Bruns 

 

Staff 
Dan Karalus, Exec. Director 

 

Volunteers 
Kathy Anderson 

Judy Dvorak 

Georgia Erdmann 

Lily Jewell 

Carrie Jorgenson 

Reed Lander 

Anne Lawrence 

Lynn Moore 

Cecelia Wattles McKeig 

Lindsey Medvec 

Ashley ñPJò Reynolds 

Darla Sathre 

The mission of the Beltrami County Historical Society is to 

provide connections to county history through public 

archives, collections, interpretive exhibits, and programs 

that educate, invite dialogue, and inspire self-reflection. 
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Calendar of Events 
  

October 2: Free Friday Sponsored by Paul Bunyan Communications 

November 6: Free Friday Sponsored by Northern Iron Horse Railroad Society 

Paul Bunyan Communications sponsors Free Friday at the Beltrami County History Center on October 2! And the 

Northern Iron Horse Railroad Society sponsors Free Friday at the History Center on November 6! Visit during special 

extended hours from 12:00-6:00 p.m. on these two days and 

receive free admission to the History Center's Trails Through Time and 

Good Sports of the North exhibits. Also featuring First Friday artwork on 

display from Gallery North. For BCHS members, this is a great 

opportunity to bring extended family and encourage friends to visit the 

History Center and join BCHS. Also, please consider sponsoring a Free Friday yourself or through your employer. 

Contact BCHS at (218) 444-3376 for more details. 

 

 

October 11: Semi-Annual Meeting at Saum School 

Join us for the Beltrami County Historical Societyôs Semi-Annual 

Meeting at Saum Consolidated School. Explore local history 

through a program by Leo Soukup on his book Ojibwe Imprints on 

Northern Minnesota. Enjoy a potluck lunch courtesy of the Saum 

Community Club and the Beltrami County Historical Society. And 

take a tour of the historic Saum School! Meeting starts at 2:00 p.m. 

at the Saum School on Pioneer Rd NE, west of Kelliher. Contact 

BCHS for directions. FREE to attend! 
 

 

November 27: Night We Light Bonfire 

Warm up at the Beltrami County History Center at the Night We Light Bonfire after-parade event from 6:30ð8:30 

p.m. Enjoy bonfires, hot cider, hot chocolate, cookies, and other treats outside. Explore the museum and find unique 

holiday gifts in the gift shop inside, including a wide selection of puzzles, mugs and prints from Wanda Odegard, local 

history books, vintage & quirky games, and railroad-themed merchandise. Refreshments and admission are FREE!  

 

 

December 31: The History Mystery 

An engineer was found dead on the platform outside the Great 

Northern Depot. Detectives determined the death was a murder and 

traced it to somewhere inside the depot. Six local, historical figures 

were present at the time of the murder and all are suspects. Was it the 

Carnegie librarian waiting for an incoming train? Was it the hardware 

store owner picking up a shipment of goods? Or did another suspect do 

it? Detectives need your help to solve the crime. Become an Assistant 

Detective and join BCHS for this real-life game of Clue! Interview 

historical figures, eliminate suspects, and find clues. Solve the crime 

first and win! Tickets are $15/person or $10 for BCHS members. 

BCHS members may bring guests for the member-price. Kids 12 & 

under free with a paid adult! Play individually or as a team. Appetizers 

and snacks provided. Historical costumes encouraged! Doors open at 

4:00 p.m. Game begins at 4:30 p.m. Space is limited. Please contact 

BCHS at (218) 444-3376 for tickets and more information. Donôt miss this great event! 

 
For the latest calendar updates go to our website: http://beltramihistory.org/events 



Grand Forks Bay 
 
We seldom see a specific reference to Grand Forks Bay anymore, 

but from 1902 until 1940, there were frequent references to the 

popular vacation spot on Lake Bemidji, and Grand Forks Bay 

even had its own column in the Bemidji Pioneer and in the Grand 

Forks Herald! Do you know where it was?  

Grand Forks Bay was the oldest summer resort on the lake and 

was platted on the northwest shore of Lake Bemidji. After the 

Great Northern Railroad completed the connection from Fosston 

to Duluth in 1898, Bemidji became a center of tourism. The 

newspapers in Grand Forks, North Dakota told of the wonderful 

fishing near Bemidji, and North Dakotans came over to the lake 

region to get plenty of pike. In 1901, the Bemidji Pioneer stated 

that during the spring it is nothing to go out on Lake Bemidji in a 

rowboat and catch one hundred walleyed pike in an hour. In four 

days of fishing, a party of four Grand Forks fishermen caught 

"about 300 pounds" of walleye. They kept every pound. 

 

This area was platted and built in 1902 by residents from Grand 

Forks who regarded the area as a kind of health resort during the 

summer months. Soon the area had 25 summer cottages. The 

residents never tired of boasting of "Beautiful Bemidji" and the 

wonderful effects of a summer spent among the pines. Grand 

Forks Bay was so popular that in 1906 Mayor A. A. Carter 

convinced a second group of Grand Forks citizens, including his 

relatives, to purchase and establish a second resort colony on the 

east shore of Lake Bemidji. 

 

The area was served by several launches from the docks at Third 

Street in Bemidji. The boats made regularly scheduled trips all 

summer to the resort areas, making it more convenient to travel 

by boat than by car. In 1907, the newspaper reported that a merry 

party started out in the ñSwallow,ò with their lunch baskets, from 

Grand Forks Bay and traveled to the Mississippi 

outlet to picnic and explore the woods for 

blueberries. There are frequent references to 

Captain MacLachlan and the ñCity of Bemidji,ò as 

well as other boats on the lake. 

 

There were many splendid cottages at Grand Forks 

Bay, and the property was considered very 

valuable. In 1908, Professor Merrifield, president 

of the University of North Dakota, was reputed to 

own the very best summer home on Lake Bemidji. 

The building was of modern design, had a massive 

stone chimney and wide porticos, and was regarded 

as being is in every way an ideal summer home. 

  

Grand Forks Bay was named in the land 

description regarding the location of the new 

normal school in Bemidji in 1915. The site for the 

college comprised forty acres, ran from Doud 

Avenue to the lakeshore, and extended from 

Fourteenth Street to Grand Forks Bay on Lake 

Bemidji. So now we know that Grand Forks Bay 

extended from the north side of the college 

northward to Bemidji Beach, where the Jacobiôs 

also had a summer cabin. If that rings a bell, it will be because G. 

R. Jacobi was an insurance agent from Grand Forks. His 

granddaughter, actress Jane Russell, was born at the Bemidji 

Hospital in 1921, because her parents were staying in their 

cottage at Bemidji Beach (just south of Birchmont). An early map 

shows the location of the Bay area along Lake Bemidji. 

  

The area suffered a wave of vandalism in April 1905. Over a 

period of ten days considerable damage was done. Almost every 

cottage had been entered and articles removed. Two of the 

cottages were stripped of their contents, even heavy articles like 

beds and extension tables were removed. In one or two cases, 

doors were chopped down in order to gain admittance. Bemidji 

promised a quick crackdown. It did not want to lose its valuable 

summer visitors. 

 

Cottages at Grand Forks Bay were again broken into in March 

1915. The cottages had been entered and a great deal of the 

furniture stolen. Owners reported the same to the police and an 

arrest followed. ñThe arrested woman was given a lecture and put 
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On the Street Where You Live by Cecelia Wattles McKeig 

Beltrami Electric  

Cooperative 

4111 Technology Dr NW 

Bemidjið444-2540 

Reierson Construction, Inc. 

6160 Mill Street East 

Bemidjið751-3796 

Bemidji Bus Line 

1507 Naylor Dr SE 

Bemidjið751-5311 

Dondelinger GM 

2310 Paul Bunyan Dr NW 

PO Box 545 

Bemidjið751-1220 

The UPS Store 

215 Paul Bunyan Dr NW 

Bemidjið751-7179 

Camp Thunderbird, Inc. 

49536 Thunderbird Dr. 

Bemidjið751-5166 

Deerwood Bank 

PO Box 1278 

Bemidjið759-6919 

Northwoods Lumber Co. 

PO Box 130 

Blackduckð835-7745 

Auditorôs Plat #3 (showing Grand Forks Bay), Bemidji, 1906 [BCHS-2012.148]. 


